NAGA PEOPLE AND THEIR HOMELAND
http://www.nagalim.us
Nagalim is a mountainous, forested homeland of about 48,000 square miles between India, Burma and
China. Naga people are denied their right to live together as one nation by the imposed borders of India
and Burma - and the suppression from both illegal occupiers. As part of its policy of occupation, the
Indian State further divided Nagas into four administrative units - Manipur, Assam, Arunchal Pradesh
and 'Nagaland State'. In the first three states, Nagas are a minority community. Numbering 4 million in
total - Nagas speak several dialects and share a culture founded on values of generosity, egalitarianism
and independence. Each autonomous village follows a time-honored decision making process in which
every adult member participates.
Nagas are NOT in the Indo-Aryan ethnic group as are most Hindustanis (Indians), they are in fact a
people of the Mongoloid ethnic group as are Manipuris, Hmar etc. - all peoples who are forced to live
under the illegitimate foreign rule of the neo-colonial Government of India. Fundamentally, the most
remarkable feature of Naga life is the democratic basis of their society; high value is placed on each
person's sovereignty. Nagas are honest and hospitable, and they have persistently defended their land,
dignity and freedom from decades of political subjugation.
As a statement of the Naga commitment to non-violence, women and the youth started a grass roots
dialogue with the people of the Indian sub-continent, especially with the formation of the Naga
Peoples Movement for Human Rights (NPMHR).
The word 'Nagalim' refers to the contiguous homeland of the Nagas irrespective of the artificial
imposed boundaries that have divided them. Land is communally and individually owned in traditional
Naga society and absolute individual property ownership is unknown despite the formation of the
modern nation state and the coming of a market economy. Before the undeclared war - Nagas thrived
on a land based economy of self-reliance and self-sufficiency.

HISTORY
1832 - Attempted British invasion of Nagalim. Prior to this time Nagalim enjoyed independence
without foreign interference.
1929 - First written statement of Nagas desire for recognition of their Independence from the British.
August 14, 1947 - Naga people declared their Independence to the British Empire. 1951 - The
declaration of Independence was reaffirmed by 99.9% majority in a democratic Nagalim-wide
plebiscite.
1953 - The Government of India retaliated against peaceful Naga civil disobedience with a policy of
militarization and genocide.
1956 - 100,000 Indian troops arrived to further suppress the Naga people. Soon after, the Nagas were
compelled to organize the Village Guards - to defend the Naga people.
1958 - The Indian Parliament enacted "The Armed Forces Special Powers Act" - granting the Indian
Army legal immunity as well as powers of arrest, search and seizure without warrant, and entitlement
to 'shoot to kill' on mere suspicion of being a member of the Village Guards. This basically gave them
the right to kill any able bodied Naga male.
1963 - The Indian military admitted to the aerial bombings and mass forced relocations of hundreds of
Naga villages.
1982 - The NPMHR filed a case in the Supreme Court of India, challenging the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act as being unconstitutional and being in violation of democratic principles and values.
1997 - The Supreme Court of India (the occupying power) ruled that the armed Forces Special Powers
Act was 'constitutional' (no surprise there) - even though International Human Rights Law condemns it
as being an illegal instrument that violates Human Rights. At present 200,000 Indian troops and
100,000 Burmese troops occupy Nagalim continuing their illegal military campaigns.

NAGA HOPES AND DREAMS
Naga people long to determine their own lives and future. We want to make our own decisions about
our land and resources and our identity as peoples without the menace of terror, violence and the
constant threat to our survival. Foreign domination and danger have left their mark on Nagas, the
struggle to live with dignity and respect has exacted a heavy toll; we dream of the freedom and laughter
that once characterized the days when we cultivated our fields without peril.
The Naga people wish to recover our traditional strength and spirituality by building a future on what
we know to be good and right for ourselves, guided by the values of democracy, peace and justice. We
want to be free to transcend our recent history of pain and to determine our own destiny, so that we too
can begin a future of hope for our children.
The current Peace Talks between the Government of India and the Nagas has entered its 11th year
without any meaningful progress. This speaks to the lack of political will and common sense, integrity
and vision on the part of the Government of India, hence, we would like to appeal for support from all
those who are committed to the issues of peace and justice by writing letters to the Prime Minister and
Home Affairs Minister of India to demonstrate political will to expedite the peace process with the
highest priority:
His Excellency
Dr. Manmohan Singh
Prime Minister of India
#7 Race Course Road
New Delhi
110011
INDIA
E-mail - pmosb@pmo.nic.in
Fax: 91-11-23019334
His Excellency
Sri Shiraj V. Patil
MInister of Home Affairs
North Block
New Delhi
110001
INDIA
E-mail - svpatil@sansad.nic.in
Fax: 91-11-23094221

